Holy Week 206

Saint George’s Round Church

This is the most solemn but also the most joyous week of the Church Year. Our attention is focused on the suffering,
dying and rising of Jesus Christ. As we follow our Lord’s journey to the Cross, we ourselves enter into the power and
significance of his death and resurrection. We are not bystanders, but participants.

We invite you to join us.

Come and follow the Jerusalem donkey through our neighbourhood on Palm Sunday as we remember
the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.

Monday and Tuesday evenings and Wednesday morning, we gather to hear the Gospel story of the
passion (Christ’s suffering) and receive Holy Communion. Colin Nicolle gives the sermons on Monday
and Tuesday.

Wednesday evening at
Tenebrae we experience
the desolation of Christ’s
abandonment.

On Maundy Thursday
there is foot washing, the
commemoration of the
Last Supper, stripping of
the altar, and an all-night
Prayer Vigil.

On Good Friday we
gather at 10 am for the
most informal worship of
the week:

the Stations of the Cross,
and from 12 noon to 3 pm
the St. George’s choir interweaves music with Gary Thorne’s meditations on Christ’s Seven Last Words
from the cross.

Easter Eve, we begin in darkness and end in the Divine Light. We enter the Mystery.

Easter Morning, the parish gathers to receive the risen Christ in the Sacrament and to know him in
community.
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We believe that the Passion of the Lord and his bursting from the tomb have universal implications

The whole created order, including humanity, in all times and in all places, has been brought into a new
relationship with our Creator. The dying and rising of Jesus brought about a ‘new creation’ and is the
source of our Christian hope. As we follow Jesus’ journey to the Cross, we ourselves enter into the
powerlessness of a life sacrificed for others. We come to know the significance of Jesus’ death and
resurrection, as he confronts the sin, disaster and death of our own times with the same self-giving love
that Calvary proclaims.

Which services should | attend? Which services should children attend?
Read about these services and pray about your Holy Week, with its many dramatic events and
participation. While attending the entirety of Holy  rites, is a good time to acquaint children with the
Week Services can truly be an opportunity for great mysteries of Jesus’ death and resurrection.
deep worship and conversion of our hearts, it will There are some services which children are

not be helpful unless we come prepared to enter especially encouraged to attend.

fully and willingly into this worship. If you are
unable or do not choose to attend all of the Holy
Week Services, you might consider reading the
Gospel set out in the Prayer Book for each day so
that, for you, the narrative of these days may not

be broken.

Some of our Holy Week Services are short, some
are very long. We hope the descriptions in this
booklet may help you decide which services to
attend. May God speak to your heart and make
you his own in his own way.

Palm Sunday begins with the blessing of palms
and a street procession. Adults and children of the
other congregations in our neighbourhood are
invited to join us. We meet at the church at 9:30
am. As the procession ends (just before 10:30), we
return to the church for Holy Communion.

Maundy Thursday starts with the “Foot
Washing,” followed by a joyous celebration of the
institution of the Lord’s Supper. As the tone of the
service turns somber, the Altar and church are
stripped and the church is left bare. We leave the
church in silent darkness. You are welcome to
come for even a few moments of silent prayer
during the all night vigil.

On Good Friday we follow Jesus through the
Stations of the Cross and create an Easter Garden
around his tomb. This service is brief and informal.

Easter Sunday Holy Communion — This is the
end of our Holy Week journey and it is wonderful
for the children to see and hear for themselves the
joy of Jesus’ resurrection and to know that he will
be with us always. Easter activities will be part
of our Sunday School time - toddlers are
welcome to join in at the hall. Space for infants
and toddlers will be available as usual.

These services will be described in more detail
in the pages that follow.
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PalmSunday

9:30 am Neighbourhood Street Procession & Choral Holy Communion

We gather in the Round Church with people of all ages from our neighbouring churches — Cornwallis
Street Baptist Church and St Patrick’s Roman Catholic Church. We begin our worship by hearing the
account of our Lord’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem, when palm branches (representing victory) were
laid before his path. Branches of palm are blessed and distributed. We visit each church (and stop at the
Little Dutch Church too) for praise and prayer. Each congregation leaves the procession to carry on with
their own Sunday worship as we reach their church. Morning Prayer will be said in the Round Church
for those who do not take part in the street procession. We return to St George’s for Holy Communion
at 10:30 am. At the Gospel Lesson, the mood shifts dramatically as we hear the account of Jesus’ sudden
rejection by the same people who had earlier hailed him as king. The Holy Communion takes on the
solemnity and severity of the Passion (suffering of our Lord). Our Holy Week has begun! (Be sure to
watch the weather and dress warmly while outdoors.)

HolyMonday& Holy Tuesday

7 pm Choral Holy Communion with small choir & meditation

These are simple and profound times of
worship. There will be a small choir, but no
organ accompaniment. The Passion of our
Lord according to St. Mark is read and a
meditation is offered.
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Colin Nicolle is our missioner on Holy
Monday and Holy Tuesday. Colin Nicolle is a
native of Cole Harbour, Nova Scotia and an
Ordinand in this Diocese. He is presently
completing his Masters of Divinity degree at
the Atlantic School of Theology. Colin
graduated from the University of King's
College in 2010 with a degree in Journalism
and the History of Science and Technology
and went on to study Classics at Dalhousie
University, graduating in 2013. Colin has a
passion for rural ministry and hopes, God
willing, to serve a rural parish in this Diocese
following his ordination to the Diaconate in ! :
June of this year. Colin lives in Halifax with his Christ before Pilate, David Jones, 1922
wife Shannon.
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8:30 pm Monday, Mar 21: Tallis’s ‘Lamentations of Jeremiah’

Following the evening Holy Communion service on Monday, a small choir will perform Thomas Tallis'
five-voice setting of the Lamentations of Jeremiah. This music will be offered as a meditation for Holy
Week, an opportunity to pray through the magnificent music of Tallis and the extraordinary text of the
Lamentations.



Holy Wednesday

10:00 am Said Holy Communion
7:00 pm Tenebrae

Tenebrae (Latin for ‘darkness’) is
based on the monastic office of
Matins for the last three days of Holy
Week. The series of psalms, lessons,
and responses is intended to reflect
the mind of Christ as his Passion
unfolds.

Twenty-five candles are lighted at the
beginning of the service, which
correspond to the numbers of the
twelve Prophets and the twelve

Apostles, with one candle for Our
Lord. The name of the triangular
Tenebrae ‘hearse’, upon which the
candles are placed, is derived from
the Latin word for the large rake
which is used as a harrow. We are
reminded of Christ’s “harrowing of
Hell”, his reclaiming of souls for
salvation.

During the singing of the Office of
Tenebrae, the candles are
extinguished one by one, until only
one light remains. This one is not
extinguished, but is hidden from our
sight. The gradual extinguishing of
light represents for us the darkness
closing about Our Lord during his
Passion, and the darkness that came
over the world with his death.

At the end of the service, a noise is
made, symbolizing the despair of the
disciples at the betrayal of Christ, the
confusion of Nature at his death, and
the veil of the Temple being torn in
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two. After this noise, the hidden candle is brought back; although Christ seemed to have been separated

from us in his death, his resurrection shows that only this death could heal the rift between God and his
people. The -



